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The boy Alexander learned Russian. He spent over
eight years of his youth in Russia, from 1898 to 1903,
and later from 1903 to 1908. There seemed every
likelihood of his becoming more a Russian than a Serb.
But that did not happen. He never really submitted
himself to Russian influence. The only thing Russian
about him in later years was his accent sometimes
when speaking Serbian. Although he may have been
somewhat mollycoddled in the company of Russian
princes, he remained the hard Serb. He did not become
sentimental or write poetry, he shed no tears. No
one ever saw Alexander weep after he was ten years
old. He did not become a philosopher or an intellectual.
On the other hand, he got no bad habits. When later
he was a military cadet he did not indulge in heavy
drinking or get involved in any disturbing love affair.
He managed to find Balkan company in St. Petersburg
and seemed to prefer it to that of Russians.

At school he shone in mathematics. He seemed to
show a scientific bent. He had no flights of fancy or
imagination. His mind grasped readily the limited
and defined. What was always interested him more
than what might be. A young realist 1 Under the
circumstances, although he was a frequent and welcome
visitor in the palaces of Nicholas II, where the talk
was perhaps too much of prayer and miracle, he never
became a fanatic in matters pertaining to religion.
He was not free-thinking, but he was tolerant. He
very definitely did not believe that there were miracles
in modern life. A man must fight for what he believed
and back the tightness of his cause with a strong right
arm. And he never had repentance moods or grieved
over sins, but that was natural because he seldom did
anything which could trouble a reasonable man's
conscience.

Did the Romanofs guess, when they adopted the
Karageorgievitch family, that one of these princes
would play a great part later in Serbia? They gave the